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Ll Geographic Impact on soc1ety

The city Rome was in central Italy, it was built on hills along the bank of the Tiber :
river, allowing for a stronger defense. Much of the land around the city was fertile,
and at the time Italy was far easier to navigate then greece, especially due to the Tiber
river, causing a large amount 9f inland trade--and therefore unity, creating the
stepping stones for Romé’s Tise in power. The leer river in addition created large
quarries, allowing the people of Rome to mine a large amounhUnsurprlsmgly f@’:’“
river also supplied amp}e-a-mﬁﬂ'nts s of drinking water.
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The actual f{aman and later Byzantine empire covered over half of europe, giving

them access to countless resources and immense farmlalﬁffmeml'e also many Colfo o
Arweto

spots where cities were constructed due to either defensible positions or resources,
and because of the‘](‘l Arge eI Q, re not b&n'g feudal in nature, this encouraged the .00
Romans to improve travel 1nfrastructure a large amount, leading to the creation of you

many interlocking roads and the saying all roads lead to l{()me'v




Political impact on society

The roman empire was of course ruled by an emperor. Besides
them the pope historically held large amounts of power. This
created times of a power vacuum, and of course left a mostly
united nation, but not always the happiest one. The Roman
government structure also led to the fall of Rome in roughly 476
CE. The Roman republic however, was ruled by a council of
aristocrats and two leaders said council elects. This tended to lend
itself to better leaders, but the bureaucracy slowed down the
country by a large amounts. There were three social classes,
Patricians were the aristocrats, Plebeians were the working class
and farmers, and then there were slaves. This social structure lead
itself to a large class divide in political as well as economic power
between the classes. The Roman court provided the basic
framework for civil court, the type of court used in the modern
day. The Romans had in place a system for changing laws. Many
punishments were strict in Rome, and men had far more rights
than women, for example, while men could legally murder family
members, women would become literal property if they spent a
year in their husband’s house.
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Rise of Civilization * S O R

Rome began as just that, a single city in Italy. However it had many great advantages, ~
_and was in excellent terrain. It qulckly became prosperus due to trade, That-‘;~ i e
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ucombmed with 1ts 1mpress1ve military mlght and strategy when it became thext_- ‘
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Republic of Rome made it a fairly formldable force The Republic of Rome soon after
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pbegan takmg over much of italy, and then the entlre Mediterranean through mostly
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lehta_ry means. Of course along the way the Repubhc of Rome became the Roman\

Empire. This was after Septimius Severus declared himself emperor after several
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years of pohtlcal turmoil in Rome. Rome continued spreading further and further
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fdue to their immensely powerful army, albe1t it was lacking navy until 117AD, Where
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the Roman empire reached their strongest pomt Between their powerful army and
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W mﬂuence in gaining alhes, as well as its rapid advancement of culture and technology,
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led to it qulckly advancing and t_al{ng over the entlrety of the mediterranean sea.
"I Before ithad a golden age, followed by the fall of Rome. m\
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didn’t always end up recording hiStory down right of course. Howe

wrote letters to each other, and made speeches; writing those down

as such giving us further insight in many different topics. Overall we

recover a large amount of Roman Primary sources and other writing

es, and have done so. This is one of the reasons we have such a rich
ferstanding of Roman history and life styles, those being the commonl
nd writing pieces.




Major Technological Advances

Romans made may large technological advances i .
M notable anes being Roads, wh|ch were vital fo

.15;. d ‘J'r-ﬁ": ‘ “ . h’\‘q‘
aeth f Y Y00 f.\;n-.
N ..l ‘ ,-'

ies, li e bat}

1 T
g =10
-&
aoWwn for,
C nologlest
__. siege weapon

d warfare forever l}

“P?’w.r, RESS ) .

AL e Uy |
a focusson indiviidual



-

Golden Age

Rome was a very prosperous empire throughout, but doubly so during its golden
age. Lasting over 200 years, from 27 BC to 180 CE, it brought great triumph and
prosperity to the empire. It began when Augustus entered power as emperor, as
such Augustus is often seen as one of the greatest Roman empires of all
time.During this time there was a boom in the fine arts, and as such a‘beom in
culture as well. There was great poJitfcaI stability and oyver all evgryteingwa§ going
well for the empire.However the golden age or Augustan era cameto an end'in
180 CE due to a universally despised emperor Seen as.incompetentmCommogdus.
\f&o within his firstii@ar ins povﬁr destroyed the workithat some ,o" th8 best’ ¥
perors in roman history spent centuries building up.tomﬂmdus was a
completely inept ruler wilo mdhageliso Begin the'downfall 8f the'greatestiempire
since ancient egyptin a-single degg_de. A.Q‘dwwasﬁ;/{he worstgioman empordur,
in-fact the worst ruler in any sense, ever, and he didn’'t hayv: excuse of being
just ma rand.itwas likely quite

-
too young to effectively.rule
good he was assassinateasso 'soon into his rule.

J—



Lol P
At Ly

9./
.

¥ Caisy‘%ua’ble,pneof,} 2. F
. ,.

often considered to'be

0

-

orld ¥4

struction. of the colosseum 9 , y




Slavery
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slavery, with them being returned er e. (But tfi\y wouldr’t sell them

more then three times)
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-Involved many mostly uy:.ompe‘tént emperors and ruler! Ife C’g_mmodus
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-Final blow dealt by Germanlc Klng in 476 CE
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